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GOAL: PROMOTE ACADEMIC RESEARCH
ON THE HERITAGE OF JEWS OF YEMEN &
DISSEMINATE ITTO THE GREATER PUBLIC

Jews of Yemen maintained ancient Jewish practices, including particular laws set
out by the schools of Torat Eretz Yisrael and Babylonia and that of Rav Sa'adya
Gaon. They continuously followed the Rambam'’s teachings and halakhah while
groups of Yemenites then integrated the teachings of Rav Yosef Karro and the
Kabbalah of the Ar"i.

Hakhamim and researchers throughout the ages have attested to the uniqueness
of this community in their way of life and in their customs. They note that some
of the ancient practices found amongst Jews of Yemen were once practiced by all
Jews. However, many communities lost their connections to these practices over
the generations, and there are practices that today are only found amongst Jews
of Yemen.

Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak HaCohen Kook, Professor S.D. Goitein and Professor
Yehuda Razhabi all note the uniqueness of this diaspora.

In 5669 (1909), Rav Kook wrote to his father about Yemenite Jewish immigrants
living in Rehovot. He met them in his capacity of Chief Rabbi of Yafo and the
communities of Judea. He wrote:

“and these Yemenites, they are healthy, Thank God, love labor, pray three
times a day in a minyan, with intent, and in a unique way in the main
synagogue that they established here. They are polite as befits their country of
origin. And they are closer to the original customs of Israel in every manner.”
(Iggrot Haro"eh, 1, Iggeret 212)

Professor Shlomo Dov Goitein who lived among the Jews of Yemen in Israel
wrote of them:

“the Jews of Yemen are unique... despite the spiritual affinity of the Jews of
Yemen for all Judaism and Jews ... they remained much as they were at the
end of the Talmudic era”

(S.D. Goitein, "Original Jewish education”, HaTeimanim, pp 241-242)

Professor Yehuda Razhabi, Israel Prize recipient, who himself made Aliyah from
Yemen in 5684 (1924), wrote:

"The Jews of Yemen in their exile did not commit to their uniqueness. They
envisioned that all the tribes of Israel acted as they did in appearance and
action. When they came to Israel and were introduced to other diasporas, their
eyes were opened to their uniqueness, and in essence their Yemeniteness.”
(Y. Razhabi, Intro, BeMaaglot Teiman, page 13)

Most of the resources for Yemenite Jewry is still in the form of
handwritten manuscripts. It is therefore incumbent upon us to find,
catalog, and document these manuscripts that are located around the
world hidden in the stacks of libraries, in private collections, and in
personal libraries.

BO'EE TEIMAN

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

OF HERITAGE AND CULTURE

OBJECTIVES OF THE INSTITUTE

The institute will promote research of the heritage of the
Jews of Yemen on three levels

The communities in the Yemenite diaspora

Communications between Jews of Yemen and the other
Jewish diasporas

Aliyah of Jews of Yemen and their resettling in the Land of Israel.
The institute’s mandate is to be a spiritual home for researchers of all
disciplines by providing grants, advice, networking, and programs.
The network will grow through small group programs for a new influx
of researchers each year which will culminate in events where
researchers will present the fruits of their labor. These events, open to
the general public, will offer insight and understanding as well as
provide more opportunities for researchers to present their findings.
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